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President Mrs. Saunders McKenzie Bridges Jr. oversaw another event-filled year beginning with 

the 131st Annual Meeting of NSCDA-SC in Greenville SC hosted by the Greenville Town 

Committee. The 2024-25 budget was passed, officers and board of managers were elected, and a 

by-law was changed to allow NSCDA-SC to add women to the Roll of Ancestors. South 

Carolina sent seven representatives to the October Biennial in Arlington VA and received a 

Lamar Award for its commemoration of Charleston’s 1773 Tea Protest. The highlight of the 

meeting for Mrs. Bridges was the induction of past president Mary Mundy as NSCDA President.  

The Christmas Luncheon in Charleston was fabulous as usual. After much work on the part of 

Laura Thompson Collections Chair, Elizabeth G. Ryan Collections Consultant, Office Manager 

Harper Holoman, and former Powder Magazine Director Katherine Pemberton, some of the 

unessential collections were deaccessed and moved to the South Carolina Historical Society, the 

Charleston County Library and St. Philips Church. Note that The Powder Magazine’s hours have 

been reduced reflecting its financial difficulties. HOWEVER, the Museum is open. All are 

looking forward to Liberty Day at the State House on January 16, 2026. Fourth grade students 

will spend the day at the Columbia State House. We are most appreciative of the work of Special 

Projects Chair Kathy Armato who has put this exciting day on the calendar. 

First Vice President Mrs. Mary P. Weston reported a change in the Standing Rules. The change 

is under II. Duties of Standing Committee and Chairmen. D. the Derivation of Eligibility for 

Admissions now includes 4 g. Women of Substance. 

Second Vice President Mrs. Hart Kent welcomed 28 new dames to the South Carolina Society, 

ten transfers, and five courtesy members. Each new member, transfer and courtesy member 

received a personal note and welcome packet. 

Third Vice President Mrs. Robert Walton Pearce Jr. described the year as very productive. A new 

software system, Neon One, was installed for billing, communication, online dues payments and 

contributions, as was a more reliable internet and phone service. The old bank statements were 

removed to free up space for current membership files. Historical materials were given to more 

appropriate entities. Also, consideration is being given to moving the office. The criteria for 



moving it are the highest and best use of this property. Mrs. Pearce will continue to provide liaison 

between the board and the office manager. 

Fourth Vice President Mrs. John David Asman is very pleased with the new membership 

management software, upgraded phone and internet systems and early finalization of the 

financial information needed for reporting and planning.  The Powder Magazine and 

Headquarters budget were approved. The Society continues to support the external eleemosynary 

organizations and scholarships planned for the year. As of March 31, 2025, the four investment 

funds totaled $1,250,770 with a one-year return on investment of 5.35%. 

Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Timothy George Dargan oversaw the printing and mailing of 

The Palmetto Post to NSCDA membership. A digital edition was sent to the membership as well. 

It is available on the state’s website, www.nscda-sc.org. The handbook was updated and 

published on the website; a link was emailed to the membership. A bound copy of the inserts is 

available to members for $20. 

Recording Secretary Mrs. Victor Charles McLeod III reported that all board and general 

membership meeting minutes were recorded and emailed to the president within two weeks 

following each meeting and all signed, corrected, and approved minutes were filed at 

headquarters. An attendance record was kept for all board meetings. 

Treasurer Mrs. Robert Holmes Hood Jr noted that her report is preliminary subject to review by 

the accountant.  The Society’s income exceeded its expenses for the fiscal year. Mrs. Hood 

commended Dames’ support for the Society’s many projects and investments. 

Assistant Treasurer Mrs. Benjamin Cullifer Pickens Sapp collected and processed dues, 

memorials, and donations. She also entered information into the data base.  

 

Registrar Mrs. Samuel R. Clawson reported that state membership increased by 27 members to 

a total of 1,127. The Board of Managers will vote on new members at the May meeting and the 

membership report will be sent to the National Registrar on June 1, 2025. The new jeweler for 

badges is Cowardin’s Jewelers in Richmond VA.  

Assistant Registrar Mrs. Timothy William Bouch reported that the Board of Managers voted on 

new members in May and November 2024. 42 members submitted papers. Follow-up papers 

were sent as appropriate.  

Registrar for Associate States Mrs. Daniel Bowman White reported that there are 11 associate 

members. 

Historian Mrs. Bruce C. Greenberg prepared the Historian’s Report. The report, based on each 

board member’s annual report, summarized the NSCDA-SC activities for the year. It was added 

to the state website, and a copy was sent to the national board to be shared with other societies.  

http://www.nscda-sc.org/


Board Arrangements Mrs. Robert Gabrey Weston oversaw a myriad of small but important 

activities to ensure that each event was all that it was supposed to be. She worked with the food 

director at the Forest Lake Club. 

Collections Chair Mrs. Laura Jenkins Thompson with the assistance of Katherine Pemberton, 

Powder Magazine Director, and Office Manager Harper Holoman determined documents to be 

deaccessioned and given to The South Carolina Historical Society, The Charleston County 

Library South Carolina Room, St. Philip’s Church, and the Huguenot Society. The motion to 

divest these scholarly gifts and make them available to future researchers passed at the 

NSCDAR-SC Board Meeting on October 1, 2024. 

Museum Alliance Mrs. Shannon Nelson Weston Jr. continues to support the Dames House and 

the Powder Magazine and has served on the Finance Committee and the Colonial Council. 

Colonial Council Co-chair Ms. Elizabeth F. Gay reported that the Powder Museum has had a 

difficult year. Attendance and income were down, and, with other expenses, the Council was 

unable to submit a balanced budget in February 2025. After the co-chairs consulted with the 

Treasurer and Finance Committee, it was recommended to place the Colonial Council in recess. 

An ad hoc committee was tasked with devising a plan to return the museum to solvency. The 

museum is open, although on a reduced schedule. More importantly, many popular events took 

place, such as Pirate Day, a public lecture series on British life in occupied Charlestown and a 

Zoom lecture series, but there were fewer student visits. The Powder Magazine offered free 

admission to those receiving food assistance and free admission to active-duty service members 

and family members from Armed Forces Day to Labor Day.  

Special Project Chair Mrs. Steven M Kathy Armato has been incredibly busy and successful in 

getting Liberty Day at the State House scheduled for January 16, 2026. Her endeavor was 

assisted by many Colonial Dames and the 250 Commission. 250 Commission CEO Molly 

Fortune agreed to fund the project, and government officials also support it. The goal in addition 

to having 400 students attend the event is to have all South Carolina students learn about the 

state’s vital role in the winning of America’s War of Independence. 

Parliamentarian Mrs. John Frampton Maybank attended Board of Managers meetings and 

assisted in interpreting By Laws and meeting procedures. 

Patriotic Services Mrs. Donald Asendorf Harper is pleased with the continuing support for the 

Library of Congress Veterans History Project, Operation Gratitude and Wreaths Across America. 

In addition, a Vet dog serves with Homeland Security, and one is in training. 

Scholarship Committee Mrs. Michael Anthony Komar reported that a $2,000 scholarship was 

awarded to an aspiring teacher at three institutions: Converse University, The College of 

Charleston and Winthrop University; $300 was given for a American Indian Medical 

Scholarship; $500 was given to two veterans outreach organizations; and $4,200 was provided to 

fund the Congressional Essay Contest, for a total of $12,000.   



Colonial Dames House Mrs. Eugene Dewey Foxworth III was gratified that some of the needed 

maintenance on the interior and exterior of the house was completed. The apartment is still not 

rented. 

Town Committee Reports 

Columbia Mrs. Christine Powers reported on the committee’s busy year, from social gatherings 

such as the party for young dames to Education Day and Valentines for Vets. Also, plans are 

underway for Liberty Day at the Statehouse. The town committee continues to support the 

museum properties. 

Georgetown Mrs. James Pinckney Kellett IV and Mrs. Clarence Ernest Phillips III were thrilled 

with a $250 contribution to the Vet Dog project, as well as with the celebration of Francis Marion 

Day, Colonial Kids’ Camp activities and the celebration of the Georgetown Tea Party. 

Greenville Mrs. James Clyde Baucom reported on a very full year of activities from Patriotic 

Service to developing a scholarship with Clemson University’s Graduate Program in Historical 

Preservation. Greenville continues to welcome new and young Dames; attendance is up, as is 

committee and project participation. 

Lowcountry Town Committee Mrs. William John Langley reported on the committee’s many 

events, from naturalization ceremonies, to interviews for the Veteran’s History Project, to 

sponsoring a graduate level education course, and finally to receiving a SC250 grant for $20,000 

to expand this graduate program. In addition, Dames heard presentations on the evacuation of 

Saigon and the withdrawal of troops from Kabul.  The Arrangement Committee’s work was 

important to make these events successful.  

Pee Dee Mrs. Marion DuBois Lucas III enthusiastically reported that the Dames were busy 

arranging for special events for the Annual Meeting in April, including visits to beautifully 

restored plantations in Darlington, jazz at the cocktail party and a farm to table meal. 

Spartanburg Town Committee Mrs. Louis Jerome Smith reported that the Patriotic Service 

Committee continues to interview veterans. The Town Committee donated $1,000 to Powder 

Magazine and $100 each to Dumbarton House, Gunston Hall and Sulgrave Manor. The 

committee welcomed six new members. 

Dumbarton Manor Mrs. Harry Legare Logan reported on financial problems.  Because grant 

applications were not approved, the Executive Director was let go; then the new HVAC system 

failed; and it was realized that there were insufficient funds to carry on.  $20 million needs to be 

raised to keep Dumbarton as the Dames’ headquarters and as a house museum.  On the plus side, 

a $150,000 matching grant has been given by the Estate of Maryland Dame Nancy Eagles to help 

restore the Dumbarton House Fund for the Future.  Great American Treasures:  Women 

Preserving History Since 1891 will soon be available for sale and Dames can vigorously 

campaign for funds to preserve our national headquarters. 



Friends of Sulgrave Manor Mrs. Madison Baker Wyche III enthusiastically reported that 

Associate Trustee Mrs. Jeffrey L. Fitzgerald shared an educational video with every town 

committee in South Carolina to explain the important relationship between NSCDA members and 

Sulgrave Manor.  Her visits were very successful.  South Carolina Dames nationally were #3 in 

fund raising for Sulgrave Manor.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Bruce C. Greenberg, Historian 

April 7, 2025 


